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New Life For 126 High Street
Wick Development Trust are pleased to announce
that the site at 126 High Street has now been sold to
local businessman Callum Reid.
The new owner intends to develop the site into an
outside space to expand his current business,
Callum commented ‘We are delighted to be the new
owners of the site and will be applying for planning
permission for a beer garden soon and start tidying
the site up straight after new year, weather
permitting’.

The trust are delighted that the site will be used to enhance a local business, and will create a
social space that we are sure will get well used by the locals & tourists alike.

Family Attraction Chosen For 30 High Street

In September of last year we ran an initial community consultation in the form of an online survey
regarding what the people of Wick would like to see happen to the site at 30 High Street. The results
of the survey showed that the majority of you wanted to see the site turned into a family attraction.
After analysing the suggestions from the previous survey, we launched another community online
survey in November & December to allow you to pick your top 4 attractions out of a possible 10
options. This survey was very well supported with almost 1700 responses.

So what happens now? Well our intention was to hopefully create a multi-level attraction that had
four or possibly five attractions contained within it and the next step is to try to secure funding to
enable a feasibility study and business plan to be drawn up. If the results come back positive, we
will then have to apply for all the permissions required as well as starting the long process of
securing the huge amount of funding needed to deliver this project. We are confident that with the
support of you all, we will be able to create an amazing family attraction in the town for generations
to come.

Trust Cleans Up Town Centre Guttering
As we are sure you have noticed everytime that
you are in the town centre, many shops and
buildings are not looking their best, with roof
guttering that is severly overgrown.
Overgrown guttering, not only looks unsightly,
but can allow damp to enter a building, or can
become so heavy that guttering can become
loose.
Whilst we understand that this responsibility lies
with the building or business owners, we also
appreciate that many businesses have struggled
during the Pandemic, and the expense of
cleaning out guttering has been something that
most businesses could do without at this time.
Therefore, we have teamed up with Norblast Limited who kindly offered to clear out the guttering of
the buildings on Bridge Street and High Street free of charge, and Hugh Simpson Contractors who
have graciously provided a mobile elevated access platform free of charge which enabled the
works to be carried out. Now this has been completed we feel this is the first step to improving the
look of our town centre. Special thanks to Norblast Ltd, Hugh Simpson Contractors, and to the
Highland Council Roads & Trasnport department who waived the permit fees for these works.

New Shop Rating Scheme Launched For Wick
As part of our planned project to tidy up the town
centre we are also launching a new shop rating
scheme. The aim of the scheme is to encourage
businesses to maintain their properties to a high
standard. Window stickers will be awarded to
show that their business has been "Hand Picked
By Wicks Heart" for one of our 5 core HEART
principles. The 5 principles are:

Buisnesses will qualify for the scheme if they
meet the four basic criteria which has been
laid out:

Keep rainwater guttering clean
and safe.
Have attractive shop signage.
Building facade maintained and
in good order.
Shop frontage inc. glazing kept
clean & tidy.

HERITAGE - For businesses that have a focus on
heritage or occupy an historical building.
ENVIRONMENT - For businesses that have a
focus on the environment.
ARTS - For businesses that have a focus on Arts
& Crafts.
RETAIL - For businesses that work in the retail
Sector.
TOURISM - For businesses that work in the
tourist industry.
A sixth sticker will be available for businesses
that meet the 4 criteria but do not fall under one
of our 5 core principles.

Wick Development Trust is hoping to launch a
Caithness At War trail in collaboration with
Sinclair's Bay Trust to tell the largely unknown
story about the important part that Caithness
played during World War 2, and the sacrifices
made by the residents of Caithness, and the
thousands of young men and women that
served here during the war.
The Wick trail will consist of 23 information
panels, with very detailed and acurate
information about sites or events of significant
importance during the war.
The fear that Caithness would be invaded by Nazi Germany from Norway was so serious between
1940 & 1942, that Caithness was turned into one of the most heavily defended areas in Scotland,
because had the Nazi's managed to get a foothold in Caithness, there was every possibility that
we might have lost the war. This new trail tells this story, and will be an educational experience
for local people of all ages, as well as the many visitors the trail hopes to attract. It is planned
that this trail will eventually be rolled out across all of Caithness, working in close collaboration
with other Trusts and organisations.
As well as the information panels we also intend
to erect a full scale Replica of a Supermarine
Spitfire as a Gate Guardian and memorial to the
379 aircrew that lost their lives during missions
operated out of RAF Wick during the war.

Gate Guardian to be funded by a National Crowd Funding campaign

The aircraft we have chosen to be replicated is
Spitfire AA810 of No.1 PRU Squadron (Photo
Reconnaissance Unit), which operated out of
RAF Wick, but was shot down over Norway on
the 5th March 1942.

The pilot, "Alasdair Gunn" managed to bail out, but was captured by the Germans and sent to
Stalag Luft III POW camp, and took part in the famous "Great Escape" in 1944. Unfortunately
Alasdair was recaptured a few days after escaping and was executed on the personal orders of
Adolf Hitler; however amazingly the wreckage of AA810 was discovered in a peat bog in Norway
in 2018, and has been recovered and is being restored back to flying condition. Once complete
AA810 will make regular visits to it's former home base at Wick.
Please take 2 minutes to complete our community consultation survey by entering the link below
into your browser or scanning the QR Code. Your support is vital.

QR Code on the left is for the community consultation survey, QR code on
the right is a link to short video explaining about the memorial project
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3G3S9QK

Wick to Receive New Town Centre Signs
Wick Development Trust recently recieved a
grant from the Caithness Beatrice Community
Fund which will enable us to purchase and
erect two new signs denoting the town centre.
Why do we need town centre signs you may
ask? We have felt for some time now that
there was nothing to identify the town centre,
and tourists (especially those on the NC500)
would have passed through the centre of the
town before they even realised.
We are erecting new signs in an attempt to encourage tourists and visitors to stop and visit the
attractions, and spend time in the town's shops, cafe's and restaurants. The new signs will be
installed at the end of Bridge Street and on High Street.

We Are Looking For New
Directors & Members
We are currently recruiting for like minded people
that want to make a difference in their town and
community, to join Wick Dvelopment Trust as a
director & trustee.
This is a voluntary position, however it will enable
you to get involved and help drive forward some
really exciting projects that are happening in the
town.
If this sounds appealing to you and you want to get
involved, why not get in touch by emailing us at
join@wicksheart.co.uk
We are also always looking for new members, so if
you want to support us but don't fancy coming
onboard as a Director, Why not fill in a membership
application form at www.wicksheart.co.uk

More Sites Planned For Wick Mural
Our Wick Mural that we commissioned has been so well received
by the people of Wick, that we have decided to purchase another
two and are currently planning to install one at the harbour, and
one on the gable end of the new Post Office on High Street.
We have had so many people asking if they would be able to buy a
smaller version of the map, that we hope to have merchandise
available soon for purchase.
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